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RFO  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Rodi'o  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Informat^^nrS^rDep^TTtfn^ftt^  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


CUR 


'  FEB  1  9.1954 


January  8/  195^ 
Letter  NOo  59^ 


On  Monday^  Free ide|:il^"  Sisen'ia-^er  wili.-Bertl.  to  CongreBs  a  special 
meseage  vitli  reconiiasndations  f or"  a  "nsv'  agricoitural  programed    The  proposal 
was  outlined  In  "oroad  tex'sis  in  the  President's  State  of  the  Union  addi-ess 
Thursday,  and  the  Mor^day  message  will  fill  in  the  details. 

These  recommsndations  will  climaz  a  conrprehensiye  study  of  the 
farm  programs  that  has  he  en  going  on  for  over  a  year.    The  Department  has 
worked  with  farm  organisations,  agricaltural  colleges,  f om.idations,  and 
research  organizations       all  groups  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  agricuJ.- 
ture.    Over  30  commodity  group.3  have  advised  the  Score cary       and  the 
Department  has  analyzed  some  l6,000  letters  offering  fam  program  suggestions. 

As  recommendations  are  announced  for  a  new  prograra,  here's  the ' 
"background  settings 

Tinder  existing  legislation,  price  supports  on  liasic  corioiodities 
wheat,  corn,  cotton,  jfice,  peanuts  and  toha?co       are  mandatory  at  90  percent 
of  parity  for  the  195^  crops,    A  system  of  flexible  price  supports  becomes 
effective  with  the  1955  crops  unless  Congress  exbends  rigid  price  supports. 

As  of  Decemher  1^,  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  owned  outright  a 
variety  of  farm  commodities  acquired  at  a  cost  of  over  $2,6  hillionc  In 
addition,  the  GCC  has  outstanding  loans  that  "bring  its  over-all  investment 
in  farm  commodities  to  around  $5  "billion.  And  it  is  expected  that  this 
figure  for  total  CCC  loans  arid  inventories  may  reach  $6  "billion  "by  the  end 
of  this  fiscal  year,  June  30,  195^o  CCC  is  authorized  under  law  to  commit 
$6  3A  "billion  in  loan  and  inventory  operations,  and  any  increase  will  re- 
quire Congressioiial  action, 

Because  of  the  surplus  situation,  marketing  quotas  and  acreage 
allotments  have  been  approved  for  wheat,  cotton,  and  peanuts,  and  allotments 
for  corn  will  likely  "be  added^,    Some  25  million  acres  will  he  shifted  out 
of  corn,  wheat,  and  cotton. 

As  for  farm  prices,  it  looks  as  though  they  will  average  around 
present  levels  during  195^ o    After  three  years  of  price  declines,  it  is 
likely  that  farmers  can  look  forv/ard  to  a  year  of  relatively  stable  prices.. 
That  assumes  average  weather  and  no  international  emergencyo 
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To  Help  You  in  Your^  Coverage  „  o  r, 

Here's  the  lineup  of  materials  ve^ll  "be  sending  you  on  the  new 
fariH  program  proposal^  includi-n£  a  special  tape„ 

A  30-3ilnut3  tape  recording  in  which  Secretary  Beiison  vill  present 
details  of  the  proposed  program  in  short  takes,  jjy  _commodity.    He  will 
summarize  the  over-all  highlights  of  the  program  in  ahout  T  minutes,  then 
give  details  "by  comirj.odity  in  a  series  of  short  items,  most  of  them  not  more 
than  2  minutes  longr    There'll  le  a  short  time  interval  "between  each  item 
so  that  you  can  choose  the  comm.odities  you  want  to  cover  ancf.  use  as  few  or 
as  many  of  the  items  as  you  desire.    They'll  he  open  on  both  ends,  so  that 
you  can  fit  them  into  your  ovm  discussion  of  the  new  farm  program,  and  so 
you  can  put  several  items  together  if  you  like^    This  tape  will  he  mailed  to 
you  early  in  the  week,  in  rc-spoiise  tn  nany  requests „ 

The  full  text  of  the  Presl'l.snt 's  Monday  message  to  Cor.igress  will 
he  mailed  to  you  prooahly  late  Monday o 

Secretary  ^Benjson  will  hold  a  news  conference  Monday  afternoon 
following  release  of  the  President's  message  at  12:30  p.m,    A  transcript 
of  the  news  conference,  in  mime ograp lied  form_/  will  he  mailed  to  you  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  conference., 

Secretary  Benson  will  discuss  the  proposed  program  in  a  speech 
before  the  National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives  in  Chicago,  Tuesday 
evening  (January  12)^    We'll  mail  you  the  texi,  of  that  talkc 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  January  l6 

NBC  Natioral  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Satsurday  at  1:00  to  l!30  p,.m, 
ESTo    USDA  Headlines  from  V/ashingtona    A  feature  on  "Poultry  and  Eggs  in 
195^"  from  the  Poultry  and  Egg  National  Boards 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  at  12; 30  to  1;00  pom„  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.^    The  feature  will  be  a  pickup  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  with  Elton  Tait.  extension  editor  at  Pennsylvania 
State  College, 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  at  3^30  to  3oh^  p-m. 
EST,    The  feature  will  be  a  recoixied  report  on  egg  production  and  distribu- 
tion and  improvements  m  those  fields,  with  Eussell  C.  Hawes^  supervisor  of 
the  University  of  Maryland's  Extension  Service ^     This  vill  be  in  conjunction 
with  the  January  Egg  Month  Com^nittee  of  t}ie  Poultry  ard  Egg  National  Board. 


Enclosures : 

US -FAG  News  Letter 
Statistical  Summary 


Cord.ially, 
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Ken  t^apen  and  Don  Looper 
Eadlo  a.ad  Television  Service 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


11 1  ^  !. 

From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


FEB  131954  i 


Janiiary  15,  195^ 
Letter  No.  595 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


President  Eisenho\rer ' d|  'fegecial-JBee&age^o'Tfongress ,  proposing  a 
nev  agricultural  program/  was  of  coui-'se  the  "big  farm  stor^^  here  this  week. 
You  have  all  the  details,  so  ve  won't  go  further  into  them  here. 

We  icailed  Secretary  Benson's  30-2iinute  tape  to  j'-ou  the  first  of 
the  week,  also  the  full  transcript  of  th^  Secretarj'-'s  Monday  news  conference. 
We're  enclosing  with  this  letter  the  text  of  the  President's  message  to  Con- 
gress, plus  a  sheet  of  questions  and  answers  on  the  proposed  program. 

Fewer  Cattle  on  Feed  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  IIe"braska 

The  number  of  cattle  on  grain  feed  for  market  January  1  in  the 
three  important  Corn  Belt  feeding  states,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Ketraska, 
was  2,227,000  head  —  15  percent  less  than  the  2,605,000  head  on  feed 
January  1  last  year.    Each  state  showed  a  decrease  from  a  year  earlier,  with 
Wetraska  having  the  greatest  decrease o 

Ti^  decline  in  the  num^ber  on  feed  is  due  to  heavier  marketings  and 
fewer  replacements  during  the  last  quarter  of  1953  compared  with  a  year 
earlier,    J&.rketings  of  fed  cattle  during  the  last  quarter  of  1953  were  13 
percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  the  number  placed  on  feed  during  the 
quarter  in  those  three  states  was  down  15  percent. 

In  Idaho,  the  number  of  cattle  heing  fattened  in  feed  lots  on 
January'"  1  \ms  5  percent  telow  a  year  earliero    In  California,  the  numher  was 
up  7  percent. 

World's  Population  Eating  as  ire  11  as  Prewar 

The  world's  increasing  population  is  eating  atout  as  well  today 
as  it  did  immediately  "before  the  war,  according  to  the  World  Agricultural 
Situation  1953 -5>^,  released  this  week.    This  is  the  sixth  consecutive  year 
in  which  world  agricultural  production  h^s  "been  ahove  the  iiimediate  prewar 
years,  and  per  capita  consumption  is  close  to  prewar. 


The  upX'mrd  trend  in  world  agricult\iral  production  since  the  war 
now  appears  to  "be  levelling  off.    The  total  outturn  in  1953-5^  "^^as  only 
slightly  ahove  the  preceding  season. 
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TV  Film  Workshop  Here  Janvary  2^-2Q 

A  vorlcehop  on  "Films  for  TelevlEion"  vill  "be  held  in  the 
Department's  Jefferson  Memorial  Auditorium  Monday  through  Thursday,  January 
25-28„    Morning  and  afternoon  sessions  will  "be  held  each  day  with  a  dinner 
on  Thursday  evening  at  a  do-tmtovn  restaurant, 

UBDA  and  Land -Grant  College  television  and  motion  picture  personnel 
vill  "be  in  charge  of  the  workshop.    It  is  directed  primarily  toward  extension 
people  who  are  producing  films  for  TV,  hut  we'll  also  he  happy  to  see  any 
comnercial  EFD  or  TFD  who  wants  to  come.    And  we'll  arrange  hotel  reserva- 
tions for  you  if  you  desire. 

Topics  include  these;    Filins  in  Extension,  Films  in  Commercial 
Television,  the  USDA  TV  Package  Program,  Types  of  Film  Packages,  The  TV 
Editor  at  State  College,  The  Gne-Man  Extension  Film  Production  Unit, 
Techniques  of  Visual  Demonstration,  Research  and  Script  Prexjaration,  The 
Motion  Picture  Director,  CoKmercial  One-Man  Production,  The  ^totion  Picture 
Cameraman  -  Films  and  Equipment,  Exterior  Photography,  Interior  Photography, 
The .Motion  Picture  Editor  -  Techniques  and  Equipment,  Music  and  Sound  Effects, 
and  Sound  Recording  and  Magaetic  Striping, 

■  ::       In  addition  there  will  he  demonstrations  of  equipment,  screening 
of  films j  and  plenty  of  discussion. 

h  Percent  Fewer_Lamhs  on  Feed 

The  numher  of  sheep  and  lamhs  on  fe'ed  Tor  market  in  the  Itiited 
States  on  January  1  was  h  percent  smaller  than  last  year,  according  to  the 
Crop  Reporting  Boards    The  estimate  is  3,997,000  head       164^000  less  than 
last  year,    A  few  states  show  increases,  hut  most  are  down. 

In  the  11  Corn  Belt  States,  the  numher  of  sheep  and  lamhs  on  feed 
is  6  percent  helow  a  year  ago.  lamh  feeding  is  less  than  a  year  ago  in  all 
of  the  Corn  Belt  States  except  Wisconsin  and  Kansas « 

More  lamhs  are  on  wheat  pastures  in  the  Great  Plains  than  a  year 
agOo    Total  lamhs  on  feed  in  Kansas  are  up  hO  percent;  in  Oklahoma,  33  per- 
cent..   In  Texas,  Jbhe  total  niomher  on  feed  is  down  9  percent,  with  all  the 
decrease  occurring  in  dry  lot  feeding, 

■'.  ■  ■  The  numher  of  lamhs  on  feed  in  Colorado  is  down  1^  percent  from 
last  year.  In  California,  the  number  of  s.heep  and  lamhs  on  feed  is  up  23 
percent, 

January  1  Crop  Reportp.,-'-        ■   '..  .„   

.  •.  The  general  crop  report  issued  this  week  gives  us  another  glimpse 

at  the  winter  wheat  crop.    A  near-average  crop  in  195^  seems  likely,  although 
the  acreage  is  nearly  a  fifth  less  than  that  sown  for  the  19^3  crop  and  9 
percent  helow  average.    Wheat  in  the  soutliern  Great  Plains  has  furnished 
good  grazing,  enough  to  relieve  the  short  pasture  and  feed  situation,  hut 
hecause  of  the  cold  dry  Decemher  v;eather  it  lias  grown  hack  slowly. 


The  Increase  In  Productivity, , .  -  -  • 

Here's  a  thumbnail  picture  of  ho\r  farm- productivity  has  Increased 
..in  this  country: 

•  In  1953  "^^^  cultivated  OTxLy  a'bout  2  percent  more  cropland  than  was 
farmed! In  1919.    But  production  on- this  acreage  last  year  j^lelded  ample 
food  for  55  million  more  people  than  \re  had  35  years  ago.    That's  a  popula- 
tion increase  of  50  percent, 

The  farm  workers  vho  raised  our  1953  crop  nijmbered  less  than  9 
million,  or  35  percent  fever  th^n  in  1919.    They  also  enjoyed  a  somewhat 
shorter  average  workday.    Yet  their  output  per  man-hour  was  more  than  twice 
the  1919  ratec  :-'      -      ■  .       .      .  , 

•  Farm  Real  Estate  Situation,. >  -~— -  _-— .-r--'—  -■      tt         --^     -  -  ■ 

The  decline  in  land  values  that  first  appeared  last  spring  and 
summer^,  continued  during  thje  k  months  ending  IJovemher  Ic.    Declines  of  2 
percent  or  more  occurred  in  all  hut  3  states,  and  10  states  had  declines 
of  5  percent  or  more.    The  national  index  of  average  value  per  acre  for 
Kovemher  was  3  percent  "below  July  and  6  percent  "below  a  year  earlier. 

Declines  during  the  latest  k  months  period  were  sharpest  from 
Kentucky  and .Tennessee  westward  to  Utah       mostly  states  where  drought 
was  tlie  major  factor  in  reducing  farm  income.    Elsewhere,  the  declines 
were  more  moderate  axid  stemmed  largely  from  the  general  doim-turn  in  fam 
prices, 

fegetahle  Oil  I^rketing  Study  in  Africa        For  release^  Tuesday,  Jan,  19 

The  Department  is  sending  a  commodity  specialist  to  j\frlca  to 
o'btaln  first-h.and  Information  regarding  the  exportahle  production  there  of 
vegetable  oils  arid  oilseeds,  principally  palm  oil,  palm  kernels,  and  peanuts. 
Els  study  will  cover  fats  and  oils  which  compete  with  U.  S,  products  in  world 
markets  as  well  as  tropical  oils  needed  in  this  covmtry,  '• 

The  investigation,  to  "be  conducted  "by  "Volorous  Ho  Hougen  of  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  is  a  part  of  a  "broad  program  to  promote  world 
markets  for  U,  S,  agricultural  products  ar^  to  advise-  U,  S,  agricultural 
producers  in  gearing  their  production  to  world  demands,    Mr,  Hougen  will 
he  in  British  West  Africa,  French  West  Africa,  Liheria,  Portuguese  Guinea 
and  Angola,  French  Equatorial  Africa  and  the  Belgian  Congo, 

Hatchery  Production  at  Eecord  level 

The  preliminary  estimate  of  chicks  hatched  during  1953  shows  that 
the  nutaber  produced  was  a  new  record.    Chicks  hatched  totaled  1,855,975,000  - 
7  percent  ahove  the  numher  produced  in  1952  and  k  percent  a"bove  the  prev- 
ious record  in  1951-. 

The  Decem"ber  egg-feed  and  farm  chicken-feed  price  relationships 
were  more  favora"ble  than  in  1952, 
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Among  Ourselves . . . 

Next  Thursday,  the  21st,  TfABC  will  recognize  the  2500th  "broadcast 
of  the  Phil  Alampi  Farm  Tlews  program,  heard  six  days  a  veek  at  6:00  a.m. 
In  the  eight  years  Phil  has  done  this  program,  he  Irias  missed  only  tvo  shows 
one  tecause  of  illness  and  one  "because  he  overslept  after  returning  from 
Chicago,  and  that  could  happen  to  anyone,    Congratulatiojis,  Phil.' 

E.  W.  Jorgenson  of  KXLY  Spokane  \7rites  that  he  has  started  a  TV 
farm  show  each  Fi'iday  ""but  hope  to  have  five  a  woek  as  ve  learn."  He's 
also  doing  two  radio  shows  six  days  a  week.    Johnny  Watkins  of  K'/TX  Waco, 
Tex,,  was  in  the  office  a  few  days  ago  and  we  had  a  real  good  visit. 

Ro"bert  D.  McMillen  joins  the  Department  this  week  as  Assistant 
to  the  Secretary  on  special  assignments,    I.^any  of  you  know  Bo"b,  who  is 
Washington  editor  of  the  Farm  Journal  and  associate  editor  of  the  magazine 
Town  Journal, 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Sho'^rs  January"  23 

I\IBC  National  Farm  and  Hpme  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST, 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    Highlights  from  the  National  Western 
Livestock  Show  at  Denver. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA  and  a  feature  from  Washington  on  "Soil  Conserva- 
tion in  195^"  with  SOS  Administrator  D.  A.  Williams. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  I^honey  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m. 
EST,  The  feature  will  he  an  interview  with  Charlie  Nutter  of  the  Inter- 
national House  and  George  Shannon  of  WL  New  Orleans,  in  which  they  will 
discuss  how  the  International  House  encourages  farm  exports. 

Cordially, 

Enclosures:  V  •     -  •        J  i 

Garden  Facts  '  '.^  C-n^  O 

Recommendations  Affecting  the 

Nation's  Agriculture  Ken  Gapon  and  Don  Looper 

Questions  and  answers  on  Radio  and  Television  Service 

Re  c  omme  ndat  i  ons 


RFO  L£TT£ 

,  To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

'.>'■■■-  « 

.    -."tv;--  .■        From  ■  '  ' 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Informotion  -  U.S.  Deportwent  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farn  Director? 


L  re  B  A  R 

CURRBT-S£"!Al  RECORD 

^    FEB  1  9  1954  • 


Cne  of  the  reasons 


n,  S.  DEPART.v.EST  QF  ftQRlGUlTUaE 
x  b  r  our  fari-i  suoxoluse 


January'  22,  l()3k 
Letter  ilo.  59^ 


today  has  been  a 


sliarp  drop  in  the  export' markst.  Ciu-  farm  exports  have  fallen  off  about 
a  third  in  the  past  18  months.  Is  this  davnimrd  trend,  just  beginning  or 
can  v/e  expect  it  to  level  off? 

Clayton  IS*  Yvhipple,  Acting  Administrator  of  the  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural Service,  says  the  last  half  of  1953  gave  indications  of  a  level- 
ing off  in  the  dovnir/ard  trend  in  our  farm  exports.    As  late  as  last  J-jne 
agricultural  shipments  abroad  still  vie  re  going  dovm.    But  in  July,  tliey 
began  to  hold  theii*  a^m,  and  from  July  througih  October,  tliey  were  fo^or 
percent  above  the  "same  period  the  yea.r  before.    IJovember  and  December" 
figures  are  not  yet  availa.blG,  but  it  is  hoped  that  tlie  rise  that  began 
last  July  will  continue  in  195'-!-* 

The  cliiof  func*tion  of  the  Foreign  Agricultijtral  Service  is  to 
promote  the  sale  of  -iimerican  farm  products  abroad.    To  help  iron  out 
difficulties  that  3.rise  so  t'oat  or.r  coimodities  can  move  into  foreign 
marlcets  as  early  as  pos^^ible, 

P.\S  won't  actually  handle  the  traiasactions  vath  forei,gn  customers ♦ 
Individual  producers  and  privs^te  orgf^nizations  will  continue  to  a^m,  handle,, 
and  sell  their  oi;n  farm  products.    But  unfortunately  this  is  not  true  in 
many  foreign  countries.    In  r^any  countries,  government  either  transacts 
business  or  strictly  controls  it.    In  dealing  vrith  these  countries,  it  is 
necessary'-  to  vrork  through  their  goveriiments*    One  of  the  most  impoi'tant 
contributions  that  F:lS  can  p^ke  is  to  help  ovir  private  industry?"  deal  with 
the  various  foreign  go ve nine nts  in  selling  products  abroad. 

If  most  major  nations  in  the  world  can  maiirbain  or  increase 
their  purchasing  power,  foreign  markets  can  c ontinue  to  absorb  increasing 
amounts  of  Americ^Ji  fam  products.    Evidence  novj"  points  to  v/ell  sustained 
deipfi.nd  throu.ghout  at  least  l95^-:«    -i^his  rdll  help  to  move  farm  products 
from  surplus  to  deficit  areas. 

Also,:  the  F;jS  follcs  point  out  th^t  we  in  the  u.  S«  must  face  our 
competition  and  take  aggressive  action  to  meet  it,    ITe  must  provide  con- 
tinuing supplies  of  high  quality  products  at  realistic  pi'ices.    If  v;o 
do  tliese  things^  v;e  should  be  able  to  increase  our  e:q)orts  of  farm  products. 
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EoT!  to  laicrease  Our  C-rain  i:]:cport.s 


Along  these  lines,  t^nother  FAS  official  \r±ll  have  some  things 
to  say  during  the  nert  fev;  days  about  vrhat  can  be  done  to  expand  our 
e;cport  markets  for  grain.    He's  E.  J.  Bell,  Director  of  the  Grain  sjad 
Foed  Envision,  Miotll  be  6poa].:ing  in  Kansas  next  vreei:  —  at  Beloit 
Januarj,--  25,  Topeka  January  26,  V,''ichlta  January  27,  Garden  City  January  SB  , 
and  at  Colby  January""  29. 

In  a  summry  of  reoiiarks  prepared  for  delivery,  LIr,  Bell  points 
out  that  the  United  States  lias  beconie  xrhat  might  bo  called  a  residual 
supplier  to  the  v^orld  v;her<.t  market.    Any  importing  nation  faced  v/ith  a 
food  deficit  must,  of  course,  try  to  meet  its  requirements -v;-ith  the  kind 
of  money  it  has  available •    If  other  nations  can  buy  wheat  or  rice  vdth 
pound  sterling  or  vdth  pesos,  it  is  much  easier  to  do  it  th.at  v;ay.  If 
they  have  to  come  into  the  dollo.r  area,  they  often  find  that  their  dollars 
vdll  buy  more  vheat  from  Canada  than  from  the  U.  S.    Thus,  the  general 
tendency  is  for  importing  countries  to  buy  "irhatever  they  need  elsevmere  ; 
and  then  come  to  the  U.  S,  only  ac  a  last  resort. 

In  the  face  of 'this  situation,  v;hat ''oan  vre  do  ai^  wliat  must- v;o 
do  to  maintain  aaid  e:jcpand  our  o;:port  markets  for  v.'-heat  and  other  grain? 

First,  our  foreign  custcmers  must  be  able  to  earn  dollars.  As 
a  possible  al^rnative,  vre  need  to  accept  their  currencies  or  enter  into 
"barter  arrangements  for  commodities  that  xro  need. 

Second,  vre  need  to  use  oui"  influence  in  getting  other  nations  to 
remold  imp ort  c oirl: r o  1  s .  and  e::chriige  i-estrictions  ,     If  vre  can  assure  them 
of  a  continuing  svipply  of  grain  at  reasonable  prices,  perhaps  they  v/ill 
not  have  so  much  incenti-ro  to  continue  bhe  import  restrictions  which  now  • 
e^dst,  .'  •  • 

TMrd,  v/e  must  have  a  price  policy  that  r.-ill  meet  international 
■  competition  l;liroughout  tho  year.    There  is  general  agreement  that  the  idea 
<of  the  intermtional  '.''iheat  Agreement  is  v/orkable  and  that  its  principles 
are  soujid.    But  mainly  because  of  v the  withdrav/al  of  the  United  Kingdom 
from  the  renewed  Agreement  last  yea.r ,  om"  ojrlnual  qtxota  wti-s  reduced  to  the 
point  (210  million  bushels)  idiere  something  had  to  bo  don©  to  .maintadn  our 
competitive  position  in  non-I'.A  markets.    At  the  moment,  this  has  been 
acocsraplislied  to  a  large  dog^ree  by  recent  steps  of  the  Departiuent  to  sub- 
sidize wheat  and  flour  outside  the  Inberncvcional  "'.lieat  Agreei.iont , 

/aad  fourth,  we  need  to '-mai-e  sure  that  the  v/heat,_  flour,  and  other 
grains  that  we  e;:por't  are  of  the  liighost  possible  quality.     In  the  past, 
t}iore  has  been  too  much  of  a  tendency  for  us  to  vuiload  lov/-quality  wheat 
on  our  consumers  abroad.    Perhaps  vre  can  afford "to  siphon  off  low-grade 
wlieo.t  into  non-food  uses  v.'-ithin  tlio  U^iited  States  rather  than  to  let  it  get 
oirt  on  the  v;orld  rnarlcct  to  I'uin  the  reputation  of  oiir  good  product. 
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llevr  Officers  of  FCA  and  the  paiin  Credit  Board 

Th.0  Farm  Credit  Adniiiis trati on  today  annoimcod  the  appointnont 
of  J,  D»  Lai-nrence  as  Deputy  Governor  and  Director  of  Cooperative  Bank 
Service  of  the  F-C»    He'll  supervise  the  operations  of  the  13  banks  for 
cooperatives* 

PGA  also  arinounced  this  vxeek  that  li.  B.  Kiinger,  a  fanner  of 
Bergen,  IT.  Y«,  and  fomer  president  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  v/as  elected  chaiman  of  the  Federal  Fam  Credit  Board 
at  its  annual  meeting  in  A'ashlr^ton,    (golden  F,  Fine,  a  farmer  of  Yuha  City, 
Calif,,  vras  elected  vice  chainrian,  and  J.  i.I.  Selby,  special  assistant  to 
tlie  G-overnor  of  the  Fana  credit  Aclsiinistration,  vras  nanod  secretary  of  the 
beard. 

As  you  kncv;,  FCA  is  no  longer  a  part  of  USDA.   _   ^  :,„..._ 

The  '.'/eat her 


During  the  five  days  beginning  January  11th  v;e  had  an  unusual 
and  long  lasting  snovf  in  the  Yfashington  area  v;ith  a  mininiun  of  traffic 
snarling.    After  getting  back  to  nomal,  a  freezing  sleet  last  niglit  and 
early  this  morning  turned  to  a  heavy  (for  this  area)  snov;,  Higlav:ays 
and  streets  v/ere  slick,  rislq,--  and  often  impossible  to  travel.    The  net 
result  is  timt  some  folks  just  couldn^t  get  in  to  the  office.    So  it's 
a  short  letter  this  week.    Ue»ll  be  x.-ith  you  again  ne:--t  T/esk. 

Cordially, 

Ken  Gap  en  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


EnclosiJire : 

The  Agricultural 
Outlook  Digest 
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Dear  Farm  Director? 


Januarj^  29,  195^^ 
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'up  ,tli©--#Tr§XDig  lead  in  the  all- 


Eesearch  workers  hav4Utfe^^il 
out  effort  to  find  the  ca,use  op"^Toat  in  cattle  and  sheep o,* and  learn  hov 
to  prevent  it.    It's  the  discovery  that  saponins  (sap-o-nins)  or  associated 
sutstances  in  alfalfa  are  one  cause  of  'bloa.t,     (A  saponin  is  a  material 
occurring  in  man;>^  plants  that  produces  a  soapy  la.ther  vhen  you  rub  it.) 

Department  of  Agriculture  scientists  say  this  discovery  helps  to 
explain  the  steady  increase  of  "bloat  in  recent  years  as  improved  varieties 
have  increased  the  use  of  legumes  in  pasture  mixtures.    Bloat  causes  loss 
of  animals,  reduction  in  milk  yields,  and  retarded  fattening  of  "beef  cattle, 

In  tests  at  the  Beltsville  Agricultural  Eesearch  Center,  I,  L. 
Lindahl  and  co-vorkers  of  the  Agricultural  Eesearch  Service  fed  alfalfa 
saponin  to  5  yearling  ewes,  2  goats,  and  1  heifer.    In  5  out  of  10  tests, 
the  saponin  caused  definite  distention  of  the  rumeno    Bloat  was  severe 
enough  in  one  sheep  (given  55  grams  of  saponin)  to  require  immediate  treat- 
ment to  "Drevent  death. 


Legme  saponins  had  long  "been  suspected  as  causing  "bloat,  "but 
they  h^d  never  "been  isolated  in  identifiable  form  and  in  amounts  sufficient 
for  test  feeding,    \K  D.  ^^clay  and  associates  of  the  ARS  Western  Regional 
Eesearch  Laboratory  worked  out  a  method  for  recovering  several  pounds  of 
saponin  per  ton  of  dry  alfp,lfao    Their  product  was  used  in  the  Beltsville 
feeding  tests. 

The  Agricultural  Eesearch  Service,  in  cooperation  with  the 
California  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  plans  to  extend  its  investiga- 
tions to  include  studies  of  the  active  or  toxic  forms  of  saponins  in 
different  varieties  of  alfalfa  as  well  as  in  Ladino  and  other  clovers. 
State  agricultural  experiment  stations  of  Iv^ryland,  Minnesota,  Y'.ev  York, 
and  '.Tisconsin  are  actively  cooperating  with  the  Agricultural  Research 
Service  in  a  search  for  other  possible  causes  of  bloat,  and  a  number  of 
other  States  are  working  independently  on  this  important  problem. 

I'lew  Agriculture  Bulletins  c. 

Several  new  USDA  bulletins  were  out  this  week       on  Cheese 
Varieties  and  Descriptions,  Furrow  Irrigation,  Pork  Facts  for  Consumer 
Education,  Employment  Redistribution  of  Korean  Veterans,  and  a  techjiical 
bulletin  on  Partial  Cuttings  in  Northern  Earuwoods  of  the  Lake  States, 
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Agricultural  Prices  Eeport , . c 

Prices  received       farmers  rose  2  perce'it  during  the  month 
ending  January  15->    This  was  due  to  higher  prices  fo-.-  hogs^  "beef  cattle 
and  conmercial  vegetaloles,  together  with  small  lncrea,ses  for  laitfos, 
chickens^  vheat,  and  hay„    Farm  priceo  were  3  percent  oelo'j  a  year  earlier. 

During  the  same  period,  prices  paid  liy  farmers  rose  one  percent, 
And_,  with  farm  prices  rising  more  than  prices  paid^  the  parity  ratio  on 
January  15  rose  1  point  to  92  percent.    This  was  2  points  "below  a  year  ago. 

Farm.  Price  Highlights 

Here's  the  farm  price  situation  with  respect  to  individual 
conmcdlties . 

Prices  of  fed  cattle  of  the  higher  grades  seem  likely  to  hold 
their  present  level  this  winter  in  contrast  to  the  decline  of  a  year 
earlier.    Prices  of  laicbs  are  expected  to  hold  up  or  Increase  during  the 
winter  and  may  at  times  "be  higher  than  the  prices  In  these  months  a  year 
ago.    Hog  prices  will  likely  retain  a  sulDStantial  toargin  over  last  winter. 

Prices  paid  hy  dealers  for  milk  used  in  fluid  dlstrihution  have 
"begun  to  decline  seasonally  and  are  somewhat  under  year-ago  leA/els.  Prices 
of  "broilers  recovered  somewhat  in  early  January,    Egg  prices  were  declining 
"but  the  decline  was  less  than  usual. 

Prices  of  soy"beans  continue  well  a"bove  support.    Cotton  prices 
increased  during  the  first  half  of  January.    Prices  of  most  wools  in  both 
foreign  and  domestic  mar'Kets  In  early  January'  were  a"bout  the  same  as  a 
month  earlier^ 

Prices  received  "by  farmers  for  commercial  vegetables  in  the  first 
quarter  of  195^  pro"ba"bly  will  not  average  as  high  as  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  for  1953  crop  potatoes  are  expected  to  remain  relatively  low  tlirough 
the  winter  and  spring.    For  the  1953  crops  of  dry  "beans  and  peas^  season 
average  prices  are  expected  to  "be  a  little  lower  for  dry  "beans,  "but  a"bout 
the  same  for  peas  as  for  the  1952  crop. 

State  Folks  in  for  TV  Film  Workshop 

Bu"b"bed  elhov/s  with  some  of  the  State  college  "brethren  this  week 
during  the  f llmB-f or-televi&ion  workshop  sponsored  "by  the  Department,  The 
four-day  program  went  very  smoothly. 

Among  those  T)resent  were  agricultural  college  representatives 
from  1^  States:    E.  L.  McGraw  (Ala.);  George  Gale  (Colo.);  J„  Aubrey  Smith 
(Ga.);  Jack  Murray  (111,,);  George  Axlnn  (Mich.);  Elmer  l.'lnner  (Mo,);  Jack 
McBride  and  Uendell  Hoffman  (rieb,);  Elmer  Phillips  and  Morris  Brock  (l^.Y.); 
Landls  Bennet  and  Ralph  Mills  (iToC);  Sam  Steiger  (Ohio);  Mike  Lynch  and 
Elton  Tait  (Pa,);  Lew  Riley  and  L.  C,  Hamilton  (S,Cj;  Dave  Creel  and 
Foster  Mlenax  (W.  Ya,);  Bob  Beeler ,  (Wis . ) ;  and  Don  Wells  (E.  I.). 
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Visiting  Tu.rklsh  President  is  Farm  Leader 

Washington  hung  out  the  velcome  sign  this  veek  for  the  President 
of  Turkey,  Mr»  Celal  Bayar  (Dzeh-lal  By-yar),    The  Turkish  president  is 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  improvement  of  agriculture  in  his  country,  and 
he'll  visit  farming  areas  of  the  U,  Sa  diuring  a  tliree-veek  tour  ending 
February  20,    He'll  travel  from  coast  to  coast  and,  among  other  tM:igs, 
vill  visit  irrigation  and  drj^-farming  projects  in  Ilevada  and.  zhe  tooacco 
areas  of  ITorth  Carolina, 

The  Turkish  Information  Office  here  in  Tfashington  has  provided 
us  ■^vith  some  notes  on  \rha.t  they  call  the  "peaceful  revolution"  that  is 
taking  place  on  Turkish  farms: 

Most  Tu:r>s  are  f  armers , o80  percent  of  the  nation's  people  earn 
their  living  on  the  land.-,    And  most  of  t?aem  are  small  farners.    The  Turks 
estimate  that  aoout  65  percent  of  all  Turkish  farmers  ovn  their  land,,, 
averaging  about  Ik  acres  apiece^ 

Tobacco  is  no  longer  Turkey's  onl;^  "big  export  crop.    The  coujitry 
exports  wheat ,  0  c also  cotton.    Southern  Turkey  has  "become  an  important 
cotton  producer, 

A  number  of  specialty  products  of  Turkish  farms  have  \Jon  places 
in  Ajnerican  homes  --  Turkish  raisins,  pistachios  and  hazelnuts,  and 
sultana  grapes ^ 

Livestock  h-as  al-vxays  "been  important  to  Turkish  farmers.  And 
it's  'becoming  more  important  vith  the  introduction  of  ne^:  "breeding  and 
production  methods ,mcdern  methods  of  dealing  with  animal  diseases  and 
insect  pro'blems.    More  thian       percent  of  Turkej^'s  land  is  availa"ble  for 
grazinge  _A"bout  h^lf  of  the  country's  livestock  are  sheep.    Angora  goats 
a"bout  one -third,  and  cattle  about  one -sixth. 

The  Turk's  attribute  some  of  their  agricultural  progress  to  the 
government's  program  of  expanding  credit  for  farmers  ...  also  to  the 
government  land  reform  program.    They  also  give  much  credit  to  American 
aid  in  the  mechanization  of  Turkish  farming  and  in  training  technicians. 
Hundreds  of  Turkish  farm  experts  have  come  to  America  for  training,  and 
about  70  are  here  noWc    lie  have  worked  vlth  some  of  the  agriculturists, 
information  people,  and  several  radio  people  from  Turkey, 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Sho\:s  February  6 

IffiC  national  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p^m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  1'Jashington.  A  farm  management  feature  in  cooperation 
with  the  University  of  Illinois « 

.^:BC  American  F-.rmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m,  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  L^DA,    A  featui-e  from  Washington  on  progress  in  breed- 
ing Erahjnan  cattle  for  the  South,  with  Lou  Iviadsen  of  the  Agricultural  Re- 
search Service  and  Jack  Towers. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  r/5.honey  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:U'^'  p.m. 

EST. 
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^ong  _0iireelve3  ,„c 

A  note  from  Sain  Reck  tells  of  the  pi-'ogra'a  for  the  annual  regional 
AAACE  and  MTEPD  prof  ess  ioniil  iffipro^enent  inestii.ig  in  BaltiT.iore  Sxmd.zy 
through  Ifednesday^  March  2Q-^^1^    Bill  Hard,  of  Conieli  is  the  general  pro- 
gram chainnano    The  tentative  progra^o.  calls  for  an  irformal  idea  exchange 
Suiiday  evening,  radio  and  TV  on  Mo.-iday_,  visual  aids  and  pulTila  cations  on 
Tuesday,  and  press  on  Wednesday o    Stanley  A-idrews,  Director  of  the  National 
Projject  in  Agricultural  Communications^  vill  speak  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Rod  Turnhull  of  the  Kansas  City  Star  and  WDAF  was  in  the  office 
yesterday  vit.h  \TOid  from  the  K,  0,  "brethren,    He  tells  us  that  Jim  Leathers, 
faim  reporter  vith  Phil  Evans  at  K\/3C,  is  hospitalized  vith  a  "broken  Wpo 
A  tractor  tipped  vith  him^    Bast  vishes  to  Jim  for  a  speedy  recover}'". 

Bill  Drips  nov  has  a  TV  farm  show  on  K:OIi.\I-TV  in  Portland,  Ore, 
Bill  retired  several  years  ago  after  many  years  vith  NBC  and  the  National 
Farm  and  Home  Hour.    His  veekly  TV  show  is  on  Saturdays  at  12^^30  p,m»  His 
home  address  is;    Welches,  Oregon, 

Merrill  Langfitt  of  KI^-IA  Shenandoah,  la,,  vas  in  this  week.  He's 
getting  ready  to  do  some  television:     Jerry  East,  county  agent  TPJFD  at 
Nev  Alhany,  Ind^,  vrites  that,  in  addition  to  his  two  15-minute  shows 
daily  and  two  30-iainute  shows  on  Saturday,  he's  now  doing  a  25'-minute  TV 
program  each  Friday;  he's  county  agent  i-a  "between. 

The  National  Cotton  Council  holds  its  l6th  annual  meeting  in 
Atlanta  Fe"bruary  1-2:,  Tlie  l6th  annual  National  Farm  Instituxo  will  "be 
held  in  Des  Moines  Fe"bruary  19  and  20  with  the  theme,  "Price  Supports, 
Tariffs  and  Foreign  Trade."  The  Farm  Equipment  Institute  is  scheduJLed 
for  Fe"bruar^."  l6  in  ChicagOo 

Boyd  Clrristenherry,  extension  PF'D  in  Alalsama,  writes  that  he  is 
receiving  more  and  more  requests  for  programs  from  his  tape  library.  'Ve're 
getting  75-100  requests  each  monthe    We  maintain  a"bout  60  programs  in  our 
li'brary  on  timely  farm,  home,  and  k-E  Club  topics.     The  Lihrary  is  revised 
continually  and  a  monthly  list  of  available  programs  is  sent  to  all  county 
workers  plus  others  interested  in  farm  programso" 

You  may  not  vrant  to  recommend  this,  "but  here  'tis:     The  University 
of  Wyoming  reports  that  a  University  agronomist  last  summer  used  a  public 
address  system  to  amplify  daytime  radio  broadcasts  in  the  fields  to  scare 
birds  away  from  the  experimental  grain  plots.    They  say  it  works  better 
against  blackbirds  and  sparrows  than  shotguns  or  poisono 

Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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